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By MARTINBRIGHT

THE BRITISHUFO Re-

search' Association an-
nouncedlast week that a

United States Governmentfilm

had comeintoits
possession

which
showsevidenceof the existence of
alienlifeforms.According

to the
association

— whichwill show the
filmat a

conference

in
Sheffield

in
August- the footageshowsUS
military scientistsexaminingthe
corpseof an

extraterrestrial

whose
spacecraftcrashednear the New
Mexico town of Roswellin 1947.

For Philip Mantle,directorof
the

association,

the time has come

for the
scientificcommunityto

take UFO watchers' claimsserious-ly.
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"We used to attractscornand
ridiculefrom

academics."

he says.
"Theyjust thoughtwe were
strangepeoplewith binocularswho
stoodon

hillsideslookingfor fly-
ing saucers.Now,withthe film
from Roswell,I'd like to think

that
scientists

couldkeepan open
mind."

Peoplehave been seeingstrange
lightsin the sky for

centuries.

Er-
ich von Daniken.the authorof
Chariots

of the Gods,has
suggested

that alien astronautsvisitedearth
thousands

of yearsago.He refers

to
Ezekiel,

a Hebrewprophetin
the Old

Testament,

who saw four
livingcreaturesand a wheeledve-
hicleemergingfrom "a great
cloud,and a fire

unfolding itself.

Von Danikenalso believedthat
ancientpeoplessuchas the Ma-
yans. had receivedvisitsfrom
aliens.In one Mayancarving,

he
identified

what he believedto be
an

astronaut
in the cabinof his

spaceship.

And there have been theories

aboutthe
extraterrestrial

originsof
ancient structures,

suchas the Pyr-
amidsand

Stonehenge

— theirde-
sign and executionhave seemed

way aheadof theirtimeto some.

At one timeflying saucerswere
takenvery

seriously,

evenon a
governmental

level.A memo from
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Winston Churchill
to his Air Se-

cretaryin 1952 reads,"Whatdoes
all thisstuffaboutflyingsaucers
amountto? What can it mean?
Whatis the truth?Let me havea
reportat your

convenience."

How-
ever,a teamsentto the US to in-
vestigateconcludedthat all UFOs
couldbe explained withoutresort

ing to talesof
extraterrestrials.

In theUS.thethreatfromflying

saucersalso was takenseriously.

In 1948,theUS AirForcesetup
ProjectBlueBookto

registersight-

ings.By 1969,whenthe project

was ended,it had recordedmore
than 12,000 incidents.

Aftera seriesof
sightings

aroundthe NationalAirportat
Washington.

DC, in 1952,the
Central Intelligence

Agencyset up
a panelof

scientists

to
investigate.

Theyreportedthat90 per centof
sightingswere due to

astronomical

and
meteorological phenomena,or

to aircraft, balloonsor otherter-
restrialcauses.

Butthisstill
leaves

a smallpro-

portionof sightingsunexplained.

Some respectedscientists,including

the
meteorologist

JamesE. Mc-
Donaldand the

astronomer

J. Al-

len Hynck,claimedthata small
proportion

of the reportsdid point

to the
existence

of aliens.
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The newly
publicised Roswellin-

cident, which has been attributed

to
rocket-testing

and a crashed

weather balloon as well as aliens,

occurredwhen interestin "flying
saucers"was growing in the US.
(The term UFO —

unidentified

flying object)was
introduced

by
the US Air Forcein 1953.)

Science-fiction
authorsIsaac Asi-

mov and Ray Bradbury wrotetales
aboutlifeon other planets;

and
several movieswere made — such

as Invasionof the Body
Snatchers,

whichtoldof an evilraceof aliens

who
attempted

to takeoverthe
earthby possessinghumanbodies.

Photographs
of flyingsaucers

appearedfromall overthe world.

Many were latershownto be
fakes,oftenproduced

by UFO en-



Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Thursday 6 April 1995, page 14 (5)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article130542098

thusiastsphotographing miniature
modelsin close-upor doctoring

negatives.Therewere also claims

thatalienswerealready livingon
earthand some peopleeven
claimedto be aliens themselves.

One such "alien",ValiantThor,
who saidhe had cometo earth

with 70 fellow Venusians,appeared

in
Virginia,

US, in 1959and de-
mandedto meet"theleaderof the
Free World".

By the startof the 1980s, thou-

sandsof casesof
abduction

by
alienshad been

reported,

90 per
centof whichwerein the US.
Usuallythey involved someone
travelling

lateat night,seeinga
bright lightin the sky and ending

up in a
different placea fewhours

later.Over time, sometimesunder
hypnosis,the "contactee"remem-
bers the lost hours,whichinvolved

beingtakenintoan alienspace-

craftand havingsomekindof
medical examination.

It hasyetto be
proved thatin

telligent life-forms
are payingregu-

lar visitsto earth,and no
evidence

has yet beenfoundof lifeon other

planetsin our solarsystem.But
scientistsinvolvedin the Pioneer

10 and 11 spaceprograms

in the
early1970swere takingno
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chances.The probeswere designed

to send back
scientific

data from
Jupiter

andthenflyoffintodeep
space;but theyalso carrieda
plaque containingsymbolsde-
signedto

communicate
our exist-

ence to fellowinhabitants

of the
universe. Theseincludeda repre-
sentation

of the hydrogenatom,a
planof our solarsystemand draw-

ingsof a nakedman and woman.

"We'dall like to believethere

wereotherformsof
intelligent

life
out there,"PhilipMantlesays.
"That's what the searchfor UFOs
is all about."

— The
Guardian


